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DEBUNKING HIGHER CRITICISM 


“My conservative critics, some of whom are on the faculties of 
Protestant and Jewish seminaries, find fault not because my writings 
run counter to any particular religious tenet, but because I am not devoted 
to JEDP.* ... 





J “When I speak of a ‘commitment’ to JEDP, I mean it in the deepest 
sense of the word. I have heard professors of Old Testament refer to 
the integrity of JEDP as their ‘conviction.’ They are willing to counte- 
nance modifications in detail . . . but they will not tolerate any ques- 
tioning of the basic JEDP structure. I am at a loss to explain this 
kind of ‘conviction’ on any grounds other than intellectual laziness or 


ve inability to reappraise. .. . 

k- 

cs “Let us keep our eyes open and our minds sharp. Let us make ob- 
k- servations and check them against the available facts. But let us not 
ie erect vast edifices on shifting sands... . 


“If there is any expression in the Hebrew language that is charged 
ne with meaning for the intellectual person devoted to his biblical heritage, 
it is simhat torah ‘the delight in studying Scripture.’ I am familiar 
with this delight and I like to see others have the opportunity of experi- 


v" encing it. I am distressed to meet ever so many intelligent and serious 
1. university students who tell me that their teachers of Bible have killed 
od : the subject by harping on the notion that biblical study consists of 
a- analyzing the text of JEDP. The unedifying conclusion of all such 


study is that nothing is authentic. That this type of teaching should 
go on in our age of discovery when biblical scholarship is so exciting is, 
ly so to speak, a perverse miracle.” 

*The destructive division of the —Dr. Cyrus H. Gordon 
re Pentateuch by higher criticism. in CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
e- 
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Books — of the making of them 
there is no end but of their compara- 
tive worth scarcely ever is enough 
said. This number is devoted to books, 
just that and nothing more. For the 
person who cares what he reads there 
is food for much thought in these 
pages. We suggest to our lay readers 
that they discuss this issue with their 
pastors. 








A letter in the MAILBAG this week 
speaks to the problem we prayerfully 
face when we feel it necessary to pre- 
pare an issue of the JOURNAL like 
this one. You really should read it 
before you read the rest of this col- 
umn. For Mr. U. V. Henderson de- 
plores the critical spirit —- and there 
are places in these pages where we 
become rather critical. 


Surely there is something wrong 
with the man who finds pleasure in 
criticism. We find no such pleasure. 
It leaves us restless and disquieted to 
detect something wrong. Then why 
criticize? Because other methods of 
attention sometimes have no effect. 





In the first place, big oaks from 
little acorns grow. Every end result 
is the final outcome of many little de- 
velopments along the way each, in it- 
self, hardly deserving attention. In 
the political realm we see this: Com- 
munism never attains its goals by 
means of the spectacular steps for 
which the Democracies are ready and 
waiting. It moves through processes 
of imperceptible change, through the 
progression of little stages hardly 
worth noticing but each a little closer 
to the desired objective. No country 
wants to go to war over inconse- 
quentials. So the Democracies con- 
tinue retreating little by little as Com- 
munism advances little by little. Some- 
where along the way it must be 
stopped. But where? Who is willing 
to take drastic steps when the issue 
at any given moment is so small? 


So it is with religious issues. The 
trends are so small, so insignificant 
in appearance. Who wants to start a 
war over such little things? Anyone 


(Cont. on P. 12, Col. 1) 
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BRAZIL — Here in this land every- 
one’s interest this year has been on 
Brazil’s Centennial celebration. One 
hundred years ago there arrived in Rio 
the Rev. Ashbel Green Simonton, a 
graduate of Princeton Seminary, who 
had met with considerable difficulty in 
persuading his Board to change a long- 
» standing policy of sending missionaries 
only to “pagan” lands. Simonton 
found an ally in J. Leighton Wilson, 
secretary of the Board and later first 
secretary of the Southern Board of 
Missions when it was formed in 1861, 
and his wish was realized. Oddly 
enough, Simonton’s first converts 
were both foreigners: Henry Milford, 
the first, an agent for the Singer 
Sewing Machine Co., and Camilo Car- 
doso de Jesus, a Portuguese citizen. 

—Pierre W. Dubose 






























KOREA — We sat on the porch 
swing, this country pastor and I. He 
is one of thousands of North Koreans 
who have suffered much for their 
Lord in fleeing from their home-land. 
“What would you do,” he asked, 
“about a young lady, aged 30, who 
does not know whether her husband 
is living or dead? She was married 
10 years ago. Almost immediately, 
her fine Christian husband had to flee 
for his life to escape the Communists. 
She and her family were forced to 
refugee in the South. The war and 
the bar of the 38th parallel intervened. 
Her husband is almost certainly dead. 
Is she free to re-marry?” I thought 
of innumerable Koreans about whom 
4 similar story might be told, and of 
the almost hopeless plight of the un- 
attached young woman in Korean so- 
ciety and I fear my answer was none 
too helpful: “We American Chris- 
tians have never had to face the prob- 
lem, but my only answer is that ac- 
cording to the Scriptures she is free 
only when she knows that her husband 
is dead.” My friend replied, “The 

































Evangelicals Prepare For 
World Day Of Prayer 


CHICAGO, Ill. — With a strong 
emphasis on prayer for Christians in 
the areas of the world where worship 
and witnessing are restricted or pro- 
hibited, evangelicals will gather in 
their churches March 4 to observe the 
World Day of Prayer. 


“As Bound with Them” is the theme 
for the observance this year. A prayer 
booklet to be used as a guide for the 
services has been written by Dr. Mer- 
rill C. Tenney, dean of the graduate 
school at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill. The introduction is by Dr. Ar- 
min Gesswein, chairman of the Spirit- 
ual Life Commission of the National 
Association of Evangelicals and well- 
known for his revival-prayer confer- 
ences. 


Providing the materials for the ob- 
servance of World Day of Prayer is 
a part of the service ministry of NAE. 
The materials, including the worship 
booklets and advertising posters, can 
be obtained by writing the National 
Association of Evangelicals, 222 East 
Willow Ave., Wheaton, III. 





East German Mass 
Evangelism Thriving 


BERLIN — (EP) — Mass evan- 
gelism in the Soviet Sector of Ger- 
many, is far from being extinguished. 
Reports of two campaigns indicate 
large crowds present to hear Christian 
evangelists speak. The widely-publi- 
cized “Evangelism Week” at St. Nich- 
olas Church in Stralsund was well-at- 
tended by East Germans, including 
youth. Some remained after the meet- 
ings to discuss spiritual problems with 
the evangelist. At St. Martin Church 
in Dresden, people had to be turned 
away from a church filled with 2,500 
listeners. Some morning and after- 
noon Bible study groups drew attend- 
ances of over 1,000. The meetings 
were sponsored by member bodies of 
the Evangelical Alliance. 





young lady is my daughter.” Little 
wonder Koreans pray for the reunifi- 
eation of their land! 


Joe B. Hopper 
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It Can Be Done 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The U. S. Brewers Federation has 
dropped a series of magazine articles 
carrying the slogan “Good For You” 
as a result of protests from religious 
and temperance groups, it was dis- 
closed here. 





The National Temperance League 
and other groups protested to the Al- 
cohol and Tobacco Tax Unit of the 
U. S. Treasury Department, pointing 
out that Federal law prohibits mis- 
leading advertising or representation 
that alcoholic beverages have bene- 
ficial effects, 


The ads first appeared in June in 
two-page spreads in national maga- 
zines. The brewers’ groups claimed 
that the slogan “Good For You!” re- 
ferred to the fisherman depicted in 
the advertising copy and not to the 
cans of beer at his side. 


The Barley and Malt Federation of 
Chicago, Ill., has also cancelled a 
series of 13 full-page advertisements, 
the first two of which were to have 
appeared in November magazines. 





American Bible Society 


NEW YORK — (PN) — A budget 
of $4,003,000 for the work of the 
American Bible Society in 1960 was 
approved by the agency’s Advisory 
Council at its 41st annual meeting 
here. 


The executive secretary of the Gen- 
eral Council of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., Dr. James G. Patton 
of Atlanta, chairman of the Findings 
Committee of the Advisory Council, 
was in attendance. He represented 
his denomination which contributes 
$35,000 each year to the work of the 
Society. 


In the future, the council decided, 
production and supply costs shall be 
considered outside the ABS general 
budget, thus “insuring that every gift 
dollar is used for the Society’s basic 
mission of translating and distributing 
Scripture.” 





COMMEND 


A BAD ONE 


REV. WILLIAM S. SMITH 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE, 
don-Cokesbury Press, Nashville. 


12 Volumes, Abing- 


The Interpreter’s Bible has been hailed as the outstand- 
ing contribution of Biblical scholarship to this generation. 
It has been recommended for study in Presbyterian 
churches and occupies a prominent place on the shelves of 
many Presbyterian church libraries. It is increasingly 
becoming the standard of authority in some circles in 
the interpretation of Scripture, being regularly quoted 
in the lesson preparation of Sunday School lessons. 


It would be easy to express an opinion of the In- 
terpreter’s Bible and let it go at that. But any opinion 
expressed by a “third person” would be highly subjective. 
I have decided to let the Interpreter’s Bible speak for 
itself with random samplings taken from both the Old 
and the New Testaments: 


On Genesis 1:1-2 — “The cumulative effect of the con- 
siderations just enumerated seems to warrant the con- 
clusion that P was endeavoring to present the idea of a 
creation of nothing, at least insofar as he could conceive 
of it. But he was not only dependent upon some version 
of the Babylonian creation myth; he was also — as will be 
argued below — under the necessity of retaining its rep- 
resentations in a recognizable form”. (See cover of this 
issue of the JOURNAL). 


On Genesis 1:27 — “The idea of man being created 
in the image of God is probably dependent on Babylonian 
mythology.” 


On Genesis 2:10-14 — “Vv. 10-14 contradict v. 6 and 
reveal an interest in the locality of Eden which is foreign 
to the rest of the narrative. The passage is accordingly 


to be regarded as . . . dependent upon another form of 
the Paradise myth.” 


On Genesis 3:1-24 — “The story in this chapter of 
man’s disobedience to God’s command and of his expulsion 
from the garden to a life of toil is dependent upon an 
ancient myth which J drastically revised.” 


On Genesis 3:23 — “The verse concludes the original 
J story ... It is not a historical account of the Fall, 
nor is the doctrine of original sin based upon it. Indeed 
it may be said that without the experience of alienation 
from God of which the doctrine is the metaphysical ex- 
planation, the story would never have been written.” 


On Genesis 12:1-8 — “The migration of the nomad 
clans from the desert to the sown land had been historical- 
ly the result of various forces such as pressure by other 


(Cont. on P. 6, Col. 1) 


SOME GOOD ONES 


HENRY BAST, D.D. 


Since I have been teaching homiletics, one question | 
am frequently asked is, “What commentaries do you 
recommend for preaching, and what commentaries «{ 
you use most for the preparation of your own sermons?” 
Let me begin by saying that I welcome the question, for 
the person who asks it is aware of what makes goo 
preaching. Any man who would be a good Biblical 


preacher must be a student of the Bible and of the bes ff 


commentaries on the Bible. 


The backbone of a preacher’s library ought to be the ; 


commentaries. He will want theology, history, general 
literature, philosophy, biography, science, and psychology, 


for a good preacher must read widely, but in order to bef 


a truly Biblical preacher he will need the best available 
commentaries on the Bible. A student for the ministry 
soon discovers the limitations of commentaries. 
ander Whyte regarded Matthew Henry highly and con. 
sulted him often, but once when he found him disappoint- 
ing on a difficult verse Whyte said, “Even Homer some- 
times nods.” Although the preacher will frequently 
find a particular commentary disappointing on some dif. 
ficult point, commentaries nonetheless form the back- 
ground of his library and are indispensable for the exposi- 
tion and application of the Word of God. 


Before I mention some specific commentaries I would 
like to suggest what I believe to be one indispensable 
qualification of a good commentary on the Bible. This 
is that the commentary expound the message of the Bi- 
ble. I want to read and study commentaries by men who 
themselves believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This does 
not mean that I never consult a commentary by men who 
do not hold my views of the Bible or of the Christian 
faith, but for the most part I like to have on my shelve: 
for the preparation of my sermons commentaries by men 
who hold the historic Christian faith, who believe that 
the Bible is the infallible Word of God. I want to know 
whether the man who is expounding the particular pas 
sage of scripture I am studying knows the Lord Jesu: 
Christ, or if he is a stranger himself to the grace of God. 
No man can really interpret the Bible unless he has the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible is revelation and only that man 
can really explain it who has himself received it. “Bu 
the natural man,” Paul says, “receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). 


Even within the general frame of the historic Chris- 
tian faith there are of course differences of opinion and 
we do well to read Christian commentators who hold dif- 


(Cont. on P. 6, Col. 2) 
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ONE THAT MIGHT BE BETTER 


JOHN R. RICHARDSON, D.D. 


THE LAYMEN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Introduction to the Bible, Volume 1, by Kenneth J. 
Foreman, Balmer H. Kelly, Arnold B. Rhodes, Bruce M. 


| Metzer, Donald G. Miller, 171 pages. 


Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Volume 14, by 
Jacob Myers, 176 pages. 

Luke, Volume 18, by Donald G. Miller, 175 pages. 

John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. $2.00 each. 


The Laymen’s Bible Commentary is designed to be 
a concise, non - technical guide for the layman in per- 
sonal study of his own Bible. No Biblical text is printed 
along with the commentary. The editors state, “This 
commentary will have done its work precisely to the de- 
gree in which it moves its readers to take up the Bible 
for themselves.” 


The first volume is an introduction to the series and 
contains 5 major sections. “What Is The Bible?”, by Ken- 
neth J. Foreman is the subject of the first division. Con- 
cerning the question whether we should say the Bible 
is the Word of God or that it contains the Word of God, 
Dr. Foreman remarks, “We are not shut up to that either- 
or.” He seeks to evade this clear-cut decision by saying 
that the Bible conveys the Word of God and that it “be- 
comes” the Word of God. He describes the Bible as a 
sort of bridge, a channel, a telephone line, a wave-length 
along which the Word of God comes to us. 


On the question of inspiration Dr. Foreman is vague. 
When John wrote, “God is love,’ Dr. Foreman says, 
“That something — that moved — John — to — write 
is inspiration.” He continues, “Inspiration is the im- 
pulse to write it down, to make it permanent, to hand 
it on.” 


Dr. Foreman’s evaluation of certain portions of the 
Bible will tend to convey to the laymen reading the 
Commentary a mistrust of God’s Word. On page 23 he 
affirms that there are certain things (the Imprecatory 
Psalms) which are really ungodly any way you take them. 
Referring to Saul’s disobedience of the categorical com- 
mand of God (I Samuel 15), Dr. Foreman suggests that 
Saul was badly mistaken when he confessed that he had 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord. Saul should 
have congratulated himself upon having taken the better 
course — an implication that Saul’s judgment in the 
matter was superior to God’s. 


Dr. Foreman has no use for the idea of Biblical iner- 
rancy! “The real reason why those Christians who can- 
not agree with the doctrine of inerrancy have given it up 


(Cont. on P. 7, Col. 1) 
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THE START OF A MINISTER’S 
LIBRARY 


REV. ALBERT H. FREUNDT, JR. 


Most young pastors begin their ministries knowing 
that they lack many of the tools that they need for ad- 
equate Bible study and preaching. Certain basic works 
have been acquired over the course of their seminary 
training, but few students could afford to buy more than 
the required textbooks. Once out in the pastorate, they 
find that they need help from a great many sources not 
readily available to them. Out of my own experience I 
am listing here a few suggestions regarding books which 
should prove helpful to any young minister beginning 
his work. 


This list is by no means complete. In the first place, I 
have omitted obvious books such as Bibles, and original 
language helps. The ultimate scope and size of a min- 
ister’s library will largely depend upon his own tastes 
and needs as well as the subjects which interest him and 
the type of work to which he is called. For the most part, 
the books listed here will appeal to intelligent, conserva- 
tive Presbyterians. 


HALLEY’S BIBLE HANDBOOK, by H. H. Halley, is 
an invaluable condensation of a wealth of material, for a 
minister’s own use and for reference to his members. 


THE NEW BIBLE HANDBOOK, Inter-Varsity Fellow- 
ship, or BIBLE SURVEY, by W. Hendricksen, Baker 
Book House, serve the same general purpose. 


EVERYDAY LIFE IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES by 
E. W. Heaton; EVERYDAY LIFE IN NEW TESTAMENT 
TIMES, by A. C. Bouquet, both published by B. T. Bats- 
ford Ltd., provide the historical perspective. 


OUR BIBLE AND THE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS, by 
Kenyon, published by Byre and Spottiswoode, supplies 
manuscript information. 


INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT by H. 
C. Thiessen and INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT by Edward J. Young, published by Eerdmans, sup- 
ply the introductory perspective. 


HARMONY OF THE WESTMINSTER STANDARDS, 
by J. B. Green, publ. by John Knox, or COMMENTARY 
ON THE CONFESSION OF FAITH, by A. A. Hodge, publ. 
by Banner of Truth Trust, look into the Presbyterian Con- 
stitution. 


For Commentaries I would refer you to the accompany- 
ing article by Dr. Henry Bast. In addition to those he 
mentions I would speak of the SHIELD BIBLE STUDY 
SERIES published by Bayer and the NEW TESTAMENT 


(Cont. on P. 7, Col. 2) 








A BAD ONE—(From p. 4) 


desert groups and the need for more abundant pastur- 
age. It certainly was not undertaken, at least consciously, 
in response to a specific divine command, however, medi- 
ated.” 


On II Samuel! 6:6—“Arnold alone has seen that... 
an explanation of Uzzah’s death is . . . He slipped because 
the oxen had been dropping — a euphemism which we 
use in English too for dunging. The cause of his death 
was a blow on his head from the bare rock of the thresh- 
ing floor.” 


On Matthew 11:25-30 — “The passage (Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden) is unques- 
tionably old, and probably all of it stood in the document 
or documents which we call Q .. . but the verses as they 
stand are best understood as an utterance of some Chris- 
tian prophet who spoke in the Spirit.” 


On Matthew 16:13-20 — “It is very unlikely that vv. 
17-19 (Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee) were spoken by 
Jesus. They do not fit with the picture of his teaching 
which the earliest sources give us, and are quite excep- 
tional in the N. T. Jesus apparently never contemplated 
the formation of a new church separate from Judaism.” 


On Matthew 1:18-25 — “Even if it arises out of pious 
speculation (the Virgin Birth) it is nevertheless based on 
faith in the unlimited power of God, not on pagan myth- 
ology.” 


On Matthew 8:1-17 — (About miracles) ‘No scientist 
or historian has in his hands the data by which he might 
decide categorically, at this late date, just what powers 
Jesus exercised, or exactly what event lies behind this or 
that story.” 


On Matthew 2:1-12 — “The adoration of the magi, 
like the other narratives in this chapter, has no parallel 
in any other first-century writing. There is thus no 
way to ascertain whether it has been embellished, or in- 
deed, whether it happened at all as a matter of literal 
fact.” 


On Luke 2:22 — “The rite of presentation (in the 
Temple) was distinct from that of purification but Luke 
has evidently confused the two.” 


On Luke 7:11-17 — (Raising the son of the widow of 
Nain) “Some narratives may rest upon stereotypes as 
much upon actual incidents in Jesus’ life. But in the 
last resort, the important question is not whether an inci- 
dent actually occurred.” 


On Luke 8:27 — (On demon-possession) “With such 
terms as paranoia, schizophrenia, etc., we diagnose scien- 
tifically certain human ills which the Gospels describe 


mythologically. The ancient terms are certainly less 
accurate.” 
On Luke 9:27 — “Jesus expected the end of the age 


within a relatively short time.” 


‘On Luke 18:43 — (Blind man at Jericho) “Scholars 
are agreed that this verse (And immediately he received 
his sight) is editorial. They are probably right.” 


(Cont. on P. 17, Col. 1) 
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SOME GOOD ONES—(From p. 4) 


ferent points of view. I, for instance, use Lenski quite 
frequently. I am able to detect what I consider his 
Lutheran bias on a passage, but I read him and others 
hoping that they may show me where I have a theologica] 
bias of my own. 


One of the most hopeful signs of our day and one of 
the most encouraging signs for a revival in the church 
is the great number of new commentaries being published 
in our time. In speaking of individual commentaries 
this brief article is not at all intended to be exhaustive or 
inclusive. The commentaries I mention now are only 
those I have bought and used with real profit in my min- 
istry. The particular value of these new commentaries 
is the wonderful way in which they combine the best 
scholarship and sound faith. The scholars may be Presby- 
terian, Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, Anglican, Bap. 
tist, or Independent, but they all have one thing in com. 
mon — they hold to the infallibility of the Bible and 
they expound the historic Christian faith. 


First on the list of the new commentaries being pub- 
lished today in my opinion is THE NEW INTERNA. 
TIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
published by Eerdman’s, and edited by Professor Stone- 
house. This commentary is still in the process 
of production but several excellent volumes have 
appeared. Two of the early ones in this_ series 
are Geldenhuys on LUKE and F. F. Bruce on ACTS. 
For anyone who wants to read an explanation of the 
Bible based on exact and erudite scholarship, but expound- 
ing the message of each book without explaining away 
one miracle or one supernatural element, these commen- 
taries are the best that have been produced in many years. 
Just reading them will warm a preacher’s heart, and make 
him want to get up and proclaim redemption in the Name 
of Jesus Christ. Both of these commentaries, and all in 
this series fully treat the problems in Biblical studies to- 
day. There is no obscurantism here. The difficulties are 
honestly faced where they exist, but they are discussed 
from a believing point of view. 


Another excellent commentary still in production is the 
TYNDALE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARIES, pub- 
lished by Tyndale Press, London, and edited by Professor 
Tasker. These commentaries are briefer than those in THE 
NEW INTERNATIONAL, a little less exegetical and a lit- 
tle simpler in style. They are, however, excellent in the 
presentation of the message of the New Testament, and I 
have used them with great profit in sermon preparation. 


A third new commentary which must be named is the 
one-volume NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY, edited by Da- 
vidson, Stibbs, and Kevan and published by Eerdmans. 
There are other new one-volume commentaries available 
today. Some of them are somewhat out-of-date, others are 
woefully lacking in a grasp of the message of the Bible as 
the Word of God. This is, I believe, the best one volume 
commentary that we have seen in this century. For 
those who want a current scholarly exposition of the his- 
toric doctrine of Scripture, the NEW BIBLE COMMEN- 
TARY has several general articles on the authority of 
Scripture, revelation, inspiration, and the problems dealing 
with the nature and origin of the Bible. The commentary 
itself is produced by fifty men representing the best schol- 
arship in England, Europe, and America today. A one-vol- 


(Cont. on P. 17, Col. 2) 
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ONE THAT MIGHT BE BETTER—(From p. 5) 


is not a theological reason at all. 
one: they find errors there.” 


It is the very practical 





The second division of Vol. I deals with “The History 
of the People of God.” 





In 33 pages Dr. Balmer H. Kelly sketches the story of 
the people of God and of Covenant Theology — from 
their beginning to the ministry of Paul in the New Testa- 
ment. Although this section is somewhat sketchy be- 
cause of its extreme brevity, the author succeeds remark- 
ably well in condensing a vast amount of material into a 
limited space. 









The third section is devoted to “The Message of the 
| Bible” and is written by Dr. Arnold B. Rhodes. In 41 
pages Dr. Rhodes makes it clear that the message of the 
Bible is really the message of salvation. He notes, “The 
Bible as a whole is unified about the activities of the one 
true God and man’s response to His saving work . 

it is the story of this salvation that the Bible tells.” 











{n commendable fashion Dr. Rhodes shows that the 





» essential unity of the Bible is found in the matter of 





God’s mighty acts of salvation from creation to Christ 
and on to the New Creation. All tell one story. In 
this story we find our true security, for it is God’s story. 







“How We Got The Bible” by Bruce M. Metzger discusses 
the story of the transmission of the Holy Scriptures. He 
explains that the preservation of the Scriptures through 
the centuries is both the evidence for and the result of 
God’s providential care. In an interesting manner Dr. 
Metzger follows the long trail from the first handwritten 
copies of the Scriptures in Hebrew and Greek down the 
centuries to the beautifully printed and handsomely bound 
editions in our own language today. 











“How To Study the Bible” by Donald G. Miller begins 
by noting that any profitable or permanent quickening 
of the life of the Church is rooted in the study of the 
Bible. He observes that the winds of the Spirit always 







» blow in the direction of a rekindled interest in the rec- 





ord of God’s saving act through which the Church was 
born. Excellent comments are made upon the best moods 
» and finest methods for Bible study. He concludes that 
The ore of Scripture 








may be mined in different ways. 






Volume 14 deals with five of the Minor Prophets — 
| HOSEA, JOEL, AMOS, OBADIAH and JONAH. Dr. 
Myers rather typically sows doubts concerning the his- 
He writes that the references to the 
king of Nineveh, the size of the city, and his reaction to 
| the preaching of Jonah are hardly historical. He affirms 
that Jonah was not engaged in the production of an his- 
torical document; that the author has given us, rather, 
a parable. He affirms that the great fish appointed to 
swallow Jonah is not to be taken literally. And he writes 
that our Lord’s direct reference to Jonah in Matthew 12: 
39-41, Matthew 16:4 and Luke 11:29-32 “has no bearing 
on the historicity of the book or the literal character of 
the tale.” After attacking the integrity of the book of 
Jonah and denying the historical character of Christ’s 
reference, the author closes in the same anti-super- 
naturalistic spirit. On the story of the gourd he avers, 
“The sudden appearance of a plant sufficiently large 


(Cont. on P. 18, Col. 1) 
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A MINISTER’S LIBRARY—(From p. 5) 


COMMENTARY, by Wm. Hendricksen, also published by 
Baker. Both of these are only partially complete. 


Among miscellaneous volumes: 


CHILD’S STORY BIBLE, by Catherine F. Vos, publ. 
by Eerdmans. 


FUNDAMENTALISM AND THE WORD OF GOD, by 
J. I. Packer, Eerdmans. 


REVELATION AND THE BIBLE, ed. by Carl F. H. 
Henry, Baker. 


HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, by Philip 
Schaff, 8 vols., Eerdmans. 


HOLINESS, by J. C. Ryle, Kregel. 


THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS, by J. N. D. Anderson, 
Eerdmans. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS, by J. D. van Baalen, Eerd- 
mans. 


BIBLE CHARACTERS, by Alexander Whyte, 2 vols., 
Zondervan. 


THE CHURCH IN HISTORY, by B. K. Kuiper, Eerd- 
mans. 


In your pastoral work: 


CHRISTIAN MATURITY, by Richard C. Halverson, 
Cowman Publ., for seeking Christians. 


PRAYER, by O. Hallesby, Augsburg Publ. House, on 
the subject of Prayer. 


PRIMER ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM FOR PROTES- 
TANTS, by Stanley I. Stuber, Association Press, on the 
R. Catholic problem. 


MAKE YOURS A HAPPY MARRIAGE, by O. A. Geis- 
man, Concordia Publ., for couples with problems. 


IF YOU MARRY OUTSIDE YOUR FAITH, by 
James A. Pike, Harper & Bros., for sophisticated approach 
to problem of mixed marriages. 


WHAT JESUS SAYS, by Robert Boyd Munger, Flem- 
ing Revell, Co., for pleasure devotional reading. 


THE THUNDERING SCOT, by Geddes MacGregor, 
Westminster Press, for origins of Presbyterianism in the 
life of John Knox. 


THEY SEEK A COUNTRY, by Gaius Jackson Slosser, 
Macmillan Co., for comprehensive history of American 
Presbyterians. 


THINE IS MY HEART, ed. by John H. Kromminga, 
Zondervan Publ., for devotional readings from John 
Calvin. 


Finally, for information and help in one of society’s 
major problems: BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT AL- 
COHOL (by A. R. King, Cornell College Press); THE 
CHRISTIAN CASE FOR ABSTINENCE (symposium, 
publ. by Association Press); A SOBER FAITH (G. A. 
Taylor, publ. by Macmillan, for understanding of prob- 
lem of alcoholism and work of A. A.). 


(Cont. on P. 15, Col. 2) 








THE SPREAD(|( 


On Monday, November 9, 1959, at 
about 10:30 a.m., I opened a packet of 
mail. A simple act, but it set off a 
chain of events so curious and yet so 
suggestive that I want the readers of 
the JOURNAL to know the whole 
story. 


The packet of mail which consti- 
tutes the beginning of the story came 
from one of the Departments of one 
of our Boards. It contained material 
of interest in the plans and the pro- 
gram of College age groups in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. There was 
a “newsletter,” some resource ma- 
terial, and an intensive study syllabus 
on evangelism. 


It is the last item in that list which 
figures prominently in my story: a 
nine-page, single spaced study “guide” 
on evangelism called “Rediscovering 
Evangelism,” prepared for the use of 
the young people in their suggested 
study of a book entitled THE GOS- 
PEL ON CAMPUS, published by John 
Knox Press. 


The material proved to be of the 
“new school” of evangelism which had 
its origin in the Yale-Chicago com- 
bine about five years ago; which has 
been adopted and published in study 
papers by official agencies of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches; which has 
been laid before national commissions 
and committees on evangelism; and 
which, in due time, was picked up by 
agencies of our own for adoption as 
the latest authorized philosophy. 


Now some of the ideas handed 
down by New York for our dutiful 
adoption are pretty good. (Most 
Presbyterians are under the impres- 
sion that all our policies, beliefs and 
programs originate within the “fam- 
ily” and are promulgated by the Gen- 
eral Assembly at the behest of our 
Boards and Committees for our gen- 
eral acceptance. They don’t know 
that many ideas — especially the 
newer concepts in missions, education 


The Story 


THE EDITOR 


and evangelism — originate elsewhere. 
These can often be traced back to 
the policy-making committees of na- 
tional “cooperative” bodies such as the 
NCC which have assumed the role of 
coordinating agencies charged with 
telling their constituent churches 
what they shall adopt and promote. 
At our own Assembly level, much 
time is spent taking up matters which 
originated in our New York “head- 
quarters” and have come down for 
our dutiful adoption). But this new 
“evangelism” it not good. It is at 
best highly questionable. Far from 
being Presbyterian, it may not even 
be Christian. If generally dissemi- 
nated it can do great harm. 


Briefly, the idea I am writing about 
is the core philosophy in the latest 
concept of “communication,” discover- 
able at the heart of the new missions 
concept of “total mission;’ of the 
new educational concept of “shared 


learning experiences;” and of the 
evangelistic concept of the “whole 
Gospel” (kerygma, diakonia, and 


koinonia) to the “whole person.” I 
haven’t the space to go into detail 
here but it is the concept which was 
the object of concern in articles pre- 
viously appearing in the JOURNAL: 
“Is Love a Means of Grace” and 
“Communicating the Gospel.” The 
way the idea is presented, one “com- 
municates” by living the Christian life 
before others; and when an “uncom- 
mitted” person is led to commit him- 
self to the same Christian life on ac- 
count of our Christian living, “evan- 
gelism” has taken place. (See the re- 
view of THE GOSPEL ON CAMPUS 
and of REDISCOVERING EVAN- 
GELISM in these same pages). 


Unlike many other ideas from 
“headquarters,” this one ran into un- 
expected resistance. The preliminary 
plans for our denominational Centen- 
nial (incorporating the new “evan- 
gelism”) were successfully pushed 
through the preliminary Committee, 


Board and Assembly meetings with the 
help of the usual enthusiastic and 
strategic endorsements. But increas- 
ing numbers of sober-thinking Presby- 
terians began to see the fundamental 
departure from Evangelical Chris. 
tianity represented here. Grave doubts 
were voiced by men whose opinions 
were unquestionably sound. 


However, the tide was rolling in- 
exorably onward. Articles, pamphlets 
and books appeared in great profusion, 
extolling the new philosophy and re- 
lated ideas. But devoted men can be 
persuaded against their better judg- 
ment just so far and no further. Sub- 
stantial improvement in plans and per- 
spectives occurred within the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism and the continv- 
ing plans for our great Centennial cel- 
ebration began to take on a substan- 
tial, refreshing evangelical aspect. 


Still, a thing contained in one place 
may well erupt elsewhere. In _ the 
publication of the book and the study 
guide which constitute the material 
of this story such a switch in strategy 
occurred. Presumably adopted as the 
authorized pattern, the new “evan- 
gelism”’ has now been distributed for 
intensive study at the level where it 
will have the greatest effect and 
among those least qualified to ap- 
proach it with discrimination: our 
young people. 


Then, on Nov. 9, I opened my mail. 


Thoroughly alarmed by what I read, 
I got on the telephone and made sev- 
eral long distance calls. The men ! 
ealled were highly-stationed in the 
Church. They indicated that they, 
too, would be alarmed if what I re- 
ported was true. They had not seen 
the study but they would look at it. 
For a while it began to look as if it 
would be possible, just once, to nip 
a dangerous trend in the bud. 

Then a reaction set in. Two days 
later one of the men I had ealled 


(Cont. on P. 18) 
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I find the request of The Presby- 
terian Journal to review the study 
questions prepared by the Rev. George 
Chauncey on “Rediscovering Evan- 
gelism” a rather perplexing assign- 
ment. My perplexity arises from the 
fact that Mr. Chauncey’s study ques- 
tions are based on The Gospel on Cam- 
pus by McCarter and McCoy, a book 
which I find theologically sound and 












intellectually stimulating Further- 





more, Mr. Chauncey’s paper is accu- 
rate and does no violence to the con- 
tent of the book on which it is based. 
Nevertheless, there is something 
disturbing about that paper. 








I have tried to analyze what it is 
that disturbs me, and I have come to 
the conclusion that Mr. Chauncey’s 
paper is more likely to raise doubts 
about Christian evangelism than to 
clarify and strengthen it. On the 
other hand, I feel sure that this was 
not his intention. He states quite 
forthrightly that the purpose of his 
study “is to enable members of study 
groups to gain a Biblical understand- 
ing of evangelism of the world in 
which we live, and ways in which we 
may be faithful in our witness to 
Jesus Christ.” That, of course, is 
what we all want. If, therefore, there 
is a dissonance between purpose and 
achievement, the reason must be in 
what might be called “the problem 
| approach” to the Christian faith. 


We must remember that the great- 
est defect of academic communities, in- 
cluding both faculty and students, is 
sheer religious illiteracy. In my now 
lengthening experience covering near- 
ly thirty years of teaching, I am con- 
vinced that most academic people 
simply do not know what the Christian 
faith affirms. The reason words like 
“salvation” and “revelation” have no 
meaning for so many professors and 
students is that they do not know the 
content, biblically or experientially, 
for which those words stand. 


Almost as great is the bewilder- 
ment of academic communities in the 






































































































































OF AN IDEA 


REDISCOVERING EVANGELISM Ceorge Chauncey 


RENE DE VISME WILLIAMSON, Ph.D. 


matter of values. Academic people, 
of course, share the deplorable tend- 
ency of the rest of their countrymen 
not to be committed to anything, but 
they are more exposed than most peo- 
ple to the conflicting claims of many 
ideologies and values. Moreover, these 
conflicting claims hit them in an at- 
mosphere which is all-too-often one of 
moral and intellectual indecisiveness 
which is disguised under the name of 


objectivity. 
Under’ _ these 


circumstances, the 


—= 





problem approach to evangelism (or, 
for that matter, any other aspect of 
the Christian faith) seems ill-chosen. 
What an academic community afflict- 
ed with ignorance and bewilderment 
needs is instruction and direction. 
Why, for example, ask five complex 
questions about salvation to students 
and professors who probably do not 
know what is meant by sin, believe 
that grace is something one earns by 
good deeds, and are not too sure about 


(Cont. on P. 19 ) 





THE BOOK 


THE GOSPEL ON CAMPUS, by 
Neely D. McCarter and Charles S. Mc- 
Coy. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 123 pp. (paperback). $1.25. 


The cover of this text-book on evan- 
gelism issued for intensive study use 
by Westminster Fellowship groups of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. an- 
nounces: “Charles McCoy and Neely 
McCarter ... have little sympathy 
for decision-demanding, prayer-mong- 
ering, numbers conscious soul-savers.”’ 


It goes on to say they that do ad- 
vocate evangelism as witnessing from 
person to person in a program of Chris- 
tian living which will make “decisions 
for Christ” a more likely alternative 
for the uncommitted. 


But this “person-to-person” evan- 
gelism is not evangelism from “indi- 
vidual to individual.” The authors 
don’t have any use for the individual 
approach either, for “no one exists 
apart from the community around 
him. In such case, our witness would 
be from nothingness to nothingness.” 
The proper approach, according to the 
authors is the total Christian com- 
munity witnessing in a total way to 
the whole person of the uncommitted. 


In other words, Christian living is 
evangelism and when its object be- 
gins to live as a Christian he has been 
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evangelized. Conversion is an ethical 
revolution of life and insight. 


McCoy and McCarter have no use 
for revivalists — men who plead from 
a pulpit for other men to accept 
Christ. They have no use for the im- 
plications of the phrase “saving souls.” 
They don’t believe that “souls” are 
“saved.” They have only derision for 
“prayer cells” on college campuses, 
calling them “evasions of Biblical 
Christianity” whose advocates deprive 
non-believers of any real integrity and 
freedom (possibly a denial of Original 
Sin). They don’t know the Holy 
Spirit. 


Whatever value there may lie con- 
cealed in the existential imitation of 
Christian thought-forms which char- 
acterize this book, its incompatibility 
with historic Christianity emerges in 
the very simple way it holds in almost 
indecent derision the evangelism of 
others and the sincere patterns of 
service among Christians who have 
gone before. These authors do not 
acknowledge that they are surround- 
ed by “so great a cloud of witnesses.” 
Truth begins and apparently ends 
with them. That is sufficient to verify 
the suspicion of the troubled reader 
that they are paddling a cross-current 
in evangelical Christianity. 
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One question often asked of us is, 
“How can you tell if such-and-such 
a book is a good book?” The ques- 
tion usually means, “In this day of 
countless strange ideas, how can an 
untrained person be discriminating in 
his reading?”’ 


In the final analysis, of course, you 
cannot tell what’s in a book without 
actually reading it. But there are two 
rules for the untrained person to fol- 
low if he wants to separate the bad 
from the good in religious print to- 
day. The first of these: know the 
person who recommends the book to 
you. When someone says, “I think 
that is a fine book!” he means that it 
accords with his own way of thinking. 
This constitutes a trustworthy recom- 
mendation only if you know his way 
of thinking. There are a few mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church, af- 
ter all, who will say, “I don’t think 
the JOURNAL is a sound magazine.” 


A second, more “objective” test, 
for the average reader, is to look to 
see who published the book. Publish- 
ers, like people, are interested in par- 
ticular points of view. Like finger- 
prints in people, the books put out by 
different publishers differ from one 
another. Distinctive and typical view- 
points may be identified with the best- 
known publishers in the religious field. 
If you don’t know the author of a 
book and you don’t know the contents, 
you can often identify the theological 
position of the book without reading 
it by looking to see the publisher. 


Not long ago I was asked to review 
a book on evangelism published by a 
company which has not, to my knowl- 
edge, in recent years put out a book 
sympathetic to the evangelical point 
of view. At first reading, the book 
appealed to me strongly. It appeared to 
be evangelical. As I began to prepare 
the material for the review, however, 
my mind kept coming back to that pub- 
lisher. Books from that company al- 
ways take a radical turn. There must 
be sormething in this book I had missed. 
So I read it yet again. Sure enough, the 
author was approaching his entire sub- 
ject from the standpoint of a subtle 
Universalism easily undetected but 


BOOKS AND THEIR PUBLISHERS 


treatment. 


The name of the publish- 
er had given me the necessary clue. 


What of publishers? Among those 
which can be counted on to present 
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the untarnished evangelical position 
are these: Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids; Zondervan Publishing 


(Cont. on P. 12, Col. 2) 





REPRINTS 


GORDON H. CLARK, Ph.D. 


In the recent past the Christian 
community has been favored with the 
publication of a number of important 
reprints. They merit some free ad- 
vertising, though that is not the chief 
purpose of this notice. The CREEDS 
OF CHRISTENDOM, by Philip A. 
Schaff, first published more than sev- 
enty-five years ago, is now available 
in a new edition. This is a monumental 
work containing the original texts of 
all the great doctrinal pronouncements 
of Christendom, both eastern and west- 
ern, together with a volume of most 
interesting and scholarly discussion of 
the history and significance of the 
Creeds. 


Through the same publisher, (Har- 
per & Bros.), Thomas F. Torrance has 
reprinted, with a long Introduction, 
the texts of ten Reformation Cat- 
echisms. Since the majority of these 
are difficult to obtain, it is most con- 
venient to compare them in this form. 


Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
has issued several important reprints: 
Calvin’s INSTITUTES, the commen- 
taries of Keil and Delitzsch, the great 
sets of the Ante-Nicene and Post-Ni- 
cene Fathers, and some other items. 
Anyone who knows the value of these 
important works is automatically grate- 
ful that they are again in print. 


The Sovereign Grace Book Club 
(Evansville, Indiana) and its counter- 
part in England are publishing a com- 
prehensive series of major Puritan 
works. There is Zanchius on ABSO- 
LUTE PREDESTINATION, Trapp’s 
COMMENTARY ON THE NEW 
TESTAMENT, THE CAUSE OF GOD 
AND TRUTH, by John Gill, and the 
writings of Andrew Bonar, William 
Gurnall, Thomas Manton, Robert Hal- 
dane, Thomas Goodwin, and other men 


quite meaningful in the thrust of hislearned in the Scriptures. 
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Unfortunately not everyone is so 
pleased at the reprinting of these 
Christian classics. Emile Cailliet, of 
Princeton Seminary, complains “What 
purpose is ever served, may I ask, 
by reprinting editions of obsolete the- 
ological dissertations, whose essential 
merit today is that they act as tran- 
quilizers for cases of religious mis- 
oneism?” (Mis-o-ne’-ism means the 
hatred of anything new). 


Now, I wonder whether Professor 
Cailliet objects similarly to new edi- 
tions of Plato, Aristotle, Kant, and 
Hegel? It would be interesting to 
hear. In the learned circles of uni- 
versity life such editions are usually 
well received. Putnam’s “Loeb Lib- 
rary” in English and the Bude series 
in French, with their reprints of 
Plato, Philo, Plotinus, etc., command 
wide-spread respect. Why then should 
one object to the re-publication of im- 
portant Christian works? 


If it be true, and it may be true 
to some degree, that the last few 
decades have not produced their share 
of sound Biblical literature — and 
this is Professor Cailliet’s opinion — 
then of course this is a matter for 
complaint in itself. But it is not a 
reason for complaining against re- 
prints. May some of the definitive 
works of Christendom — such as Cal- 
vin’s INSTITUTES — never go out of 
print! 

* ok + * x 

Dr. Clark is professor of philosophy, 
Butler University, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Editor’s Note — To the works men- 
tioned by Dr. Clark may well be add- 
ed the reprints of the Banner of 
Truth Trust of London (see Book 
Briefs, this issue); the Library of 
Christian Classics, and the reprints of 
the Presbyterian And Reformed 


Publ. Co. 
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(Cont. from P. 2) 


who does is promptly accused of stir- 
ring a tempest in a teapot. 


What to do? Nothing? 


The trends march on. 


Engage in a rational discussion of 
the issues in the hope that the trends 
will decide they want to go your way 
instead of theirs? 


After the discussion the trends (who 
know where they are going all the 
time and have no intention of going 
your way) march on. 


Adopt the “constructive” approach 
without criticism? 


The trends are half-way to the next 
station before you can get away from 
the well-wishers who are genuinely 
glad that you have begun to see there 
isn’t any reason to get excited after 
all. 


In this issue of the JOURNAL we 
trace the story of an idea. An idea 
which did not originate within the 
family but which was suggested by 
strangers; which was recognized as a 
bad one when it appeared; which was 
quietly advocated by people who knew 
where they were going and just as 
quietly resisted by people who knew 
where they were going; which found 
its way into the official channels of 
the Church despite the persistent but 
charitable efforts of men of wisdom 
who did not wish to make a scene; 
which emerged in the swelling sound 
of drums beaten by men who knew 
what they were beating; which found 
its way into print as an “authorized 
statement” despite the fact that it 
was never authorized nor will be; 
which has been distributed to the 
Church for adoption and intensive 
group study in the one department 
where it is calculated to have the 
greatest influence: Youth Work. 


What are we going to do about it? 
We don’t know anything to do but 
to “tell it to the Church.” For we 
have learned that when the consti- 
tuency of the Church is aroused, the 
trends halt. They don’t change their 
minds about where they are going, 
but they do halt. And maybe, some- 
day, they can be caught up with and 
replaced. Meanwhile we say what we 
feel we must say in sorrow .. . and, 


as our correspondent suggests, in love 
for the brethren. 





A Concrete Example 


Last week we told the story of an 
elder who wrote us out of an earnest 
feeling that the position of the JOUR- 
NAL was not the position of the 
Presbyterian Church. We suggested 
that this evidently sincere elder may 
not have had an opportunity to hear 
what the position of the Presbyterian 
Church really is. Since last week’s 
number went to press we have had 
an opportunity to observe a concrete 
example of what we tried to say to 
that elder. 


Last Sunday we worshiped with a 
congregation in a service which includ- 
ed the ordination and installation of 
new elders and deacons. When the 
time came for the taking of the vows, 
we were startled to notice that the 
pastor had his own questions to ask 
instead of those printed in the Book 
of Church Order (they were not the 
questions of the UPUSA book either). 
The questions, asked of the new el- 
ders and deacons, omitted several im- 
portant vows incorporated in the ques- 
tions specified by the B. 0. C. O. Ask- 
ing about it, I was told that there 
would be no training session for the 
new officers. 


Now these new elders are sincere, 
practicing Christians. But they don’t 
know the Presbyterian order, nor have 
they taken essentially Presbyterian 
vows. Should one of them go to the 
General Assembly when an overture 
is pending which affects the vows for 
ordination, he may well be surprised 
to hear what he is expected to be- 
lieve. He certainly will be able honest- 
ly to say: “I never took that vow!” 


In this connection, we would sug- 
gest to elders and deacons that they 
read their vows again from time to 
time. They are found in Par. 153 of 
the Book of Church Order. 





BOOKS AND PUBLISHERS— 
(From p. 11) 


Co., Grand Rapids; Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids; Sovereign Grace Publ., 
Evansville, Ind.; Moody Press, Chi- 
eago; Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publ. Co., Philadelphia; Concordia 
(Lutheran) Publ. Co., St. Louis. There 


are others, but these you will en- 
counter most often. I do not mean 
to say that every book by these pub- 
lishers is of equal interest, but they 
will not lead you down “strange” 
paths. 


At the other end of the spectrum 
are the “sophisticated” publishers 
whose books will almost always repre- 
sent a more tarnished theological point 
of view, from the standpoint of evan- 
gelical Presbyterianism. Among these: 
Harper & Bros., New York; Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York; Rand Mc- 
Nally, New York; Simon & Schuster, 
New York. Almost invariably, a book 
issued by one of the “sophisticated” 
publishers will be doubtful reading if 
you do not want to see a departure 
from the historic Gospel of the Chris- 
tian Church. 


A few of the major, independent 
publishers appraise a manuscript from 
the standpoint of its literary merit or 
its sales potential regardless of its 
theological content. If the book is 
responsibly written and calculated to 
capture the interest of a wide reading 
public these publishers will take it 
whether it represents the strongly con- 
servative or the frankly liberal posi- 
tion. These include: The Macmillan 
Co., New York; Fleming H. Revell, 
New York; Doubleday & Co., New 
York. The first two of these three 
lean towards traditional Christianity 
in their religious books. The last is 
most unpredictable among the pub- 
lishers thus far considered. Doubleday 
has published for Billy Graham; it 
has also published for Alexander Mil- 
ler and Paul Elmen. 


Three denominational publishers 
will most often confront the Presby- 
terian: Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nash- 
ville; Westminster Press, Philadelphia; 
and John Knox Press, Richmond. 


Abingdon-Cokesbury is the Meth- 
odist publishing house. Faithful to 
the Methodist strength in devotions 
and weakness in theology this publish- 
er’s best books are in the field of de- 
votional writing. Abingdon has pub- 
lished one recent book on Calvin, 
FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN 
FREEDOM. Suggestively enough, this 
book is a study of Calvin’s politics, 
in the author’s opinion the founda- 
tion of “liberal democracy.” Abing- 
don books are highly questionable on 
modern subjects of theological and 
Biblical interest. THE INTERPRET- 
ER’S BIBLE, reviewed in some detail 
beginning on p. 4 in this issue of the 


(Cont. on p. 20) 
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A Layman And His Church 


LET THE BABY DIE! 


(Reprinted From Christianity Today) 


(Locale:) The Alpha State Medical 
Society 


(Occasion:) Annual Banquet 


Conversation overheard at table: 
First Pediatrician: “Have any of the 
babies, delivered by that upstart ob- 
stetrician, Dr. Graham, come your 
way?” 


Second Pediatrician: ‘‘Yes, and I’m 
completely puzzled as to what to do. 
I never saw such a conglomeration. 
Why, some of these babies suck their 
thumbs, others seem confused, and 
others have awfully poor feeding hab- 
its.” 


Ist Ped. — “I know just how you 
feel. What burns me up is all the 
publicity this man gets; and he has 
written a number of articles and books 
on obstetrics.” 


2nd Ped. — “‘Yes, a number of the 
infants I have seen haven’t been in- 
oculated against polio; in fact they 
have not been inoculated against any 
communicable disease.” 


Ist Ped. — “One reason I haven’t 
any use for this fellow is that he 
thinks an obstetrician’s business is to 
deliver babies. He doesn’t carry them 
through maturity.” 


2nd Ped. — “And you know, he’s 
so busy with obstetrics that he says lit- 
tle about public health, and I’ve never 
heard him make a pronouncement on 


the genocide pact or the United Na- 
tions.” 


Ist Ped. — “It’s embarrassing to 
have these infants come when you 
don’t like either the man or his meth- 
ods. At the same time many men 
cooperating with Dr. Graham seem to 
be getting a tremendous number of 
new patients from his clinic.” 


2nd Ped. (In a low voice, glancing 
around the table to see if anyone is 
looking) — “You know, and you sure- 
ly must not quote me or the Medical 
Society might kick me out, I have 
serious doubts about how babies are 
born. Or, whether they are born at 
all. I have some specimens in my of- 
fice (pickled in formalin) and some- 
times I wonder where they really come 
from and what they really are.” 


1st Ped. (Also with a furtive look) 
— “I am glad to her you say that, 
because I have come to reject the en- 
tire idea of babies being born. I 
believe they come into existence by 
a confusion of educational ectoplasm 
transplanted to a conglomeration of 
pseudo-scientific astigmatism. 


Internist: “Excuse me boys but my 
hearing aid is so acute I couldn’t help 
overhearing your conversation. I am 
professor of dialectic medicine down 
at Miasma Medical College. I’m in- 
trigued by your views because they’re 
mine too. The basic problem is that 
man has lost his depth perception and 
has emerged through the back door 
of theoretical spatial orbitization. 
The plain fact is that we don’t know 
where we came from, where we are, or 
where we are going.” 


* * xe * * 


(Locale:) The City-Wide Ministerial 
Council 


(Occasion:) Monthly Meeting—Topic: 
“Mass Evangelism’”’ 


Conversation overheard in cloak- 
room: First Minister: “Have you had 
any of these people come to you from 
the Billy Graham Crusade?” 


Second Minister: ‘Yes, several, and 
I must say that I resent them. I never 
saw such a conglomeration. I talked 
to two who were utterly confused; 
they even asked me how to study the 
Bible.” 


Ist Min. — “I had the same ex- 
perience. What burns me up is the 
publicity this man gets. And he has 
written several books and a number 


of articles on how to win men to 
Christ.” 


2nd Min. — “It exasperates me be- 
cause he spends so much time talking 
about ‘sin’ and being ‘born again.’ 
Doesn’t he know that sin is merely an 
emotional reaction to the adverse con- 
ditions and circumstances of life? He 
should certainly be aware of that 
fact.” 


Ist Min. — “I know, I know. And 
I get burned up because he seems to 
think the social order can only be 
changed when men’s hearts. are 
changed. Why doesn’t he spend more 
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time attacking the great social prob- 
lems of our day?” 


2nd Min. — One of my parishoners 
embarrassed me the other day by sug- 
gesting that it is the place of us min- 
isters to take these people and lead 
them on in the Christian life. Why 
doesn’t Graham send them to us as 
mature Christians?” 


Ist Min. (In a low voice and with 
a hasty glance around) — “You know, 
and I don’t want to be quoted because 
some wouldn’t understand, I just don’t 
have any truck with this talk about 
being ‘born again.’ I dislike archaic 
and childish ideas.” 


2nd Min. — “I surely am glad to 
hear you say that. I’ve felt that way 
a long time. The way to make Chris- 
tians is to tell them about the divine 
spark within them, challenge them to 
follow the example of the carpenter 
of Galilee and be good.” 


1st Min. — “Education is the secret. 
Get a good program started. Be care- 
ful about the Bible too. I’ve known 
people to go off their rockers reading 
the Bible.” 


2nd Min. — All this talk about sin 
and judgment! We’ve something more 
challenging to talk about.” 


1st Min. — “Unfortunately you and 
I are in the minority now. But a lot 
of people like to hear us, it makes 
them feel good.” 


Professor: “Gentlemen, I was not 
eavesdropping but I am deaf and I 
have been reading your lips. Con- 
gratulations! I am professor of Ob- 
secure Philosophy at Humanist Divinity 
School. You must have been reading 
my books for you express my thoughts 
so clearly. I am glad you have freed 
yourselves from a theology which talks 
of sin and of God’s holiness and 
justice. God is love and if we do 
our best we can leave the rest to 
Him.” 


1st and 2nd Min. — “We are truly 
glad to meet you. Your depth of per- 
ception, your scholarship, your reason- 
ing, your philosophy of life have fas- 
cinated us.” Professor: “I appreciate 
your attitude. But let me advise you 
to hold these views in confidence until 
more people hold them too. The oth- 
er day I heard a crack-pot layman say 
the greatest hoax in America is to be 
found in those ministers who do not 
believe the Gospel they are supposed 
to minister. Such ideas are dangerous 


(Cont. on P. 20, Col. 3) 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 17, 1959 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Gospel Versus Legalism 


Background Scripture: Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-16 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 40:1-10 


This lesson is about the “Council of Jerusalem.” 
This gathering of the leaders of the Church was about 
twenty years after Pentecost and about ten years after 
the “Gentile Pentecost” when Peter preached to Cor- 
nelius and the Holy Spirit came in power upon the 
Gentiles. When Peter was called upon to give an 
account of his actions he explained to the brethren 
just what had taken place. “When they heard these 
things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life. The whole question seemed settled that 
both Jews and Gentiles were saved by the grace of 
God, and not by obeying the Mosaic law and adopting 
Jewish customs. But there were still some Judaizers 
who insisted that it was necessary for Gentiles to ob- 
serve the laws and customs of Moses. Paul insisted 
upon freedom for the Gentiles and the contention and 
confusion became so great that they decided to take 
the issue to the “mother church” for settlement. 


Even after the matter was settled, however, Paul 
continued to have trouble with these men. He wrote 
the Epistle to the Galatians to try to stop their in- 
fluence among the churches in Galatia. Let me quote 
from Halley’s Bible Handbook which I keep on my 
table in easy reach: “Paul’s work in Galatia had been 
extremely successful. Great multitudes, mostly Gen- 
tiles, had enthusiastically accepted Christ. Some time 
after Paul had left Galatia, certain Jewish teachers 
came along insisting that Gentiles could not be Chris- 
tians without keeping the law of Moses. The Galatians 
gave heed to their teaching with the same whole-heart- 
edness with which they had at first received Paul’s 
message: and there was a general ‘epidemic’ of circum- 
cision among these Gentile Christians. Paul heard 
of it, and wrote this letter to tell them how utterly 
foolish they were: that, while circumcision had been 
a necessary part of Jewish nationalism, it was not a 
part of the Gospel and had nothing whatever to do 
with salvation”. 


“The Judaizers were a sect of Jewish Christians who, 
not willing to accept the teaching of the Apostles on 
the question (Acts 15), continued to insist that Chris- 
tians must come to God through Judaism, that a Gen- 
tile in order to be a Christian must become a Jew, 
and keep the Jewish Law. They made it their business 
to visit and unsettle and trouble Gentile churches. 
They were seemingly determined to stamp Christ (or 
Christianity) with the Jewish trademark. Against 
this Paul stood like adamant. ‘Had the observance 
of the law been imposed on Jewish converts Paul’s 
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whole life-work would have been wrecked.’ The ex- 
pansion of Christianity from a Jewish sect into a 
world religion was Paul’s consuming passion, in pursuit 
of which he broke every hindering tie, and strained 
every faculty of mind and body for upwards of thirty 
years.’ ” 

In Galatians 2:1-16, which is part of our Bible ma- 
terial for this lesson, Paul describes two visits; one, to 
Jerusalem taking Silas, who was a Greek, with him; 
the other, when Peter came to Antioch. We do not 
know exactly when these visits occurred but they show 
the differences between Peter and Paul in a striking 
way. Paul seems so much more positive in his position 
and convictions than Peter. Someone has said that 
Paul was entirely freed from his Jewish prejudices 
while Peter and James seemed hampered by them. 
On the first visit, however, they gave Paul and Barn- 
abas the right hand of fellowship, and agreed that 
Peter should preach to the Jews especially, and Paul 
to the Gentiles. (Paul is often called the Apostle to 
the Gentiles) . 


The second visit described was that of Peter to 
Antioch. There, at first, before certain Jewish Chris- 
tians came from James, he mingled freely with the 
Gentiles and ate with them, but later he withdrew 
and separated himself, “fearing those of the circum- 
cision.” The result was confusion and even Barnabas 
was carried away. Paul rebuked Peter sharply for his vac- 
illating attitude: “When I saw that they walked not 
uprightly according to the truth of the Gospel, I said 
unto Peter before them all, ‘If thou, being a Jew, livest 
after the manner of the Gentiles, and not as do the 
Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as 
do the Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not 
sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law, for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified’ ” 


I have described these visits in detail because they 
will help us to understand the situation better and 
show us the importance of this conference at Jeru- 
salem. The Church was in danger of being split into 
two factions for even the leaders were divided. Note 
that Paul was the one who rebuked Peter. Let us rid 
our minds of any notion that Peter was a Pope! This 
is as far from the truth as fiction can ever be. The 
Apostle Peter was never a Pope. He was an apostle, 
it is true, but not as great as Paul. Like all the 
apostles he was but an “example to the flock”. Paul 
was no Pope either, but a servant, or slave, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Let us now take up our study of the Council of 
Jerusalem, the first of several conferences which were 
called to settle various questions which arose in the 
Early Church. The conferences called before the 
Church divided in the 9th century into East and West 
are very important, but those after the division are 
of minor importance for they were only conferences 
of the Roman church, and not of a united Church. 


The Conference at Jerusalem: Acts 15:1-35 


1. The reason this council was called has already 
been intimated in the introduction. It is stated in 
verse 1 as follows: “And certain which came down 
from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye 
be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot 
be saved.” Naturally this caused a great deal of 
confusion, dissension and questioning. The dispute 
erew so bitter and harmful that it was determined 
that Paul and Barnabas and certain others should go 
up to Jerusalem to confer with the apostles and elders. 

2. They arrived at Jerusalem and were received by 
the church. “But there rose up certain of the sect 
of the Pharisees which believed, saying that it was 
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to 
keep the law of Moses. And the apostles and elders 
came together to consider the matter.” There was 
much disputing and then Peter said to them, “Ye 
know how that a good while ago (see Acts 10) God 
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
should hear the word of the Gospel, and believe. And 
God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, 
giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us; 
and put no difference between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith. Now therefore, why tempt ye 
God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
But we believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” Peter 
in these clear and inspiring words came out firmly 
on the side of Paul and Barnabas. His speech seemed 
to clear the atmosphere and no one disputed the facts 
as he gave them. 


After this word from Peter the multitude kept si- 
lence as Barnabas and Paul declared how God had 
wrought miracles and wonders among the Gentiles. 


Their testimony was followed by a speech by James 
who agreed with Peter quoted from Amos 9:11, 12 
to support Peter in what he said. James suggested 
that they not trouble the Gentile converts anymore 
than to instruct them to abstain from pollutions of 


idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled 
and from blood”. 


This motion, so to speak, by James, who seemed 
somewhat on the side of the Judaizers, met with the 
approval of the apostles and elders and the whole 
Church. At first glance it looks like a compromise, 
but if we study it carefully we will see that it is a clear 
victory for Paul and Barnabas and those who believed 
in salvation by grace. These suggestions related to 
moral questions and not to the question of salvation 
by the works of the law. The Gentiles who were 
converted would see the necessity of keeping these 
simple laws. 


The Council wrote letters by the missionaries to the 
Gentile churches: 


“The apostles and elders and breth- 
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ren send greeting unto the brethren which are of the 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Celicia . . . it seemed 
good to us... to send chosen men unto you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul . . . we have sent therefore 
Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same 
things by mouth. For it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things . . . from which if ye keep 
yourselves ye shall do well”. 


This letter caused the Gentiles to rejoice greatly and 


settled once for all the great question of liberty in 
Christ. 


However, there are and always will be, some who 
wish to save themselves by their good works. A coal 
miner said to Dr. Morgan once, “The Gospel you 
preach is too cheap. I want to be saved by it costing 
me something”. Dr. Morgan said to him, “How do 
you get down into the mines?” He told him, and 
then Dr. Morgan said, “What does it cost you?” “Why, 
nothing”, replied the man. “What did it cost the com- 
pany?” “Thousands of dollars”. “So with salvation. 
It is costly. It cost the life and death of God’s Only 
Son. But it is free to all who believe”. 


The Conference at Jerusalem declared that all men 
are saved by the grace of God. Salvation is God’s 
gift. We are not saved by anything we do, but by 
what Christ did for us. Read Galatians and Romans 
and Hebrews in order to fully appreciate the Glorious 
Gospel of the Grace of God. 








A MINISTER’S LIBRARY—(From p. 7) 


We repeat, this list is far from complete. In addition 
to other encyclopedias about which ministers will already 
know, mention should be made of the ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF CHRISTIANITY, a monumental work whose publica- 


tion will soon be announced by the Sovereign Grace pub- 
lishers. 


After the basic books are acquired, a pastor will want to 
purchase studies of particular doctrines and commen- 
taries on individual books of the Bible. For help in se- 
lecting the older commentaries and reprints, Charles H. 
Spurgeon’s COMMENTING AND COMMENTARIES (re- 
printed by Kregel, 1954) is extremely valuable to the 
minister whose main interest is devotional, expository and 
homiletical. 


For further suggestions in selecting good Christian 
books, a discriminating pastor could find great aid from 
two sources: A GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN READING (In- 
ter-Varsity fellowship, 39 Bedford Sq., London, W. C. 1) 
and the Bibliographies published by the Theological Sem- 
inary Library (Princeton, New Jersey). 

*” * oe * * 


Mr. Freundt is the young pastor of the Forest, Miss. 
church. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 17, 1959 


The General Assembly 





Scripture: Matthew 16:13-18 
Hymns: 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 
Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(You may want to ask your minister or some in- 
formed elder to present this subject to your group. 
If you decide to give the program by using young peo- 
ple, be sure to ask your minister for materials and 
sources of information which he will have. He will 
have the Minutes of the General Assembly and the 
Annual Reports of Assembly Agencies. Also, he may 
have a map of the General Assembly, showing the 
synod and presbytery divisions. You can present the 
information about the General Assembly much more 
clearly if your speakers will make use of charts to 
show the organization and agencies of the Assembly 
and a map to show the extent of the Assembly.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The General Assembly is not a military officer, al- 
though the Assembly’s General Council in Atlanta did 
receive a letter several years ago headed “Dear Gen- 
eral”. We ordinarily use the term “General Assembly” 
in three ways. (1) The geographical territory in which 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. does its work is known 
as the General Assembly. (2) The highest court, or 
governing body, of our church is known as the General 
Assembly. (3) The work which the church does as a 
whole is known as Assembly’s work. For instance, 
the work of World Missions is done through a Board 
which represents the entire Church. It is said to be 
a work of the General Assembly. 


Our speakers will describe and explain the General 
Assembly as a territory, a church court, and a church- 
wide endeavor. 


First Speaker: 


(If it is at all possible, show the territorial extent 
of the General Assembly by means of a map. The 
Board of Church Extension has published such a map, 
but if it is not available, one can easily be made.) 


For ninety-nine years our Church has limited its 
work and witness in the United States to a definite 
geographical section. This area is known as the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It includes Texas, Oklahoma, Ar- 
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Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


kansas, Mississippi, Kentucky, West Virginia, Mary- 
land and all the area that lies south and east of these 
states. More than fifty million people live in this 
area, but only nine hundred thousand are members 
of our church. Sections of Virginia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina were settled by Scotch Presby- 
terians during the eighteenth century, and the heaviest 
concentrations of Presbyterian population are still 
found in these same areas. 


Second Speaker: 


The term “General Assembly” is applied most prop- 
erly to the highest court, or governing body, of our 
Church. The Assembly meets once a year at a place 
determined by the preceding General Assembly. These 
meetings usually begin on Thursday of one week and 
continue into Tuesday of the next week. Membership 
of the Assembly is made up of an equal number of 
ministers and ruling elders who are chosen by their 
presbyteries, and who are called commissioners. Each 
presbytery is entitled to at least one elder and one 
minister. If the total number of church members in 
the presbytery exceeds four thousand, an additional 
minister and elder may be sent as commissioners to the 
Assembly. The presbytery is entitled to an additional 
pair of commissioners for each four thousand mem- 
bers or fraction thereof. 


The presiding officer of the General Assembly is 
the Moderator, and is elected by the Assembly to serve 
a term of one year. While it is a great honor to be 
elected Moderator of the General Assembly, we do not 
think of the Moderator as the head of the Church. 
Christ is the head of the Church, and the Moderator 
is a temporary presiding officer. The Assembly also 
has a Stated Clerk who is elected for a term of three 
years, but who may be reelected to additional terms. 
His duties are to prepare the docket (agenda) of the 
Assembly, serve as parliamentarian, and keep the min- 
utes and records of the Assembly. The Stated Clerk 
is aided during the actual meeting of the Assembly by 
several temporary assistants. The office of Stated 
Clerk is a full-time task and one that is very exacting. 
The office of the Stated Clerk is known as the Office 
of the General Assembly. 


Program Leader: 


The General Assembly, as a church court, elects 
committees and boards which are given the responsi- 
bility of carrying out the assembly-wide work of the 
Church. These boards and committees employ staffs 
of trained personnel who actually execute the work. 
Each of the five boards has an executive secretary. Most 
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of the boards and agencies are sub-divided, with each 
division or department having its own executive sec- 
retary or director. 


In addition to the boards, committees, and agencies, 
the General Assembly is responsible for the mainte- 
nance of certain institutions which belong to the 
Church as a whole. These institutions are governed 
by boards of trustees or directors who are elected by 
the General Assembly. 


Program Leader: 


We have sought to give a simple sketch of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In 
our next program we shall go into greater detail, show- 
ing how the General Assembly does its work. To do 
this, we shall be taking a closer look at the boards, 
agencies, and committees. 


(Close the meeting with prayer, asking for the Lord's 
continued blessings on the work of our Church.) 


A BAD ONE—(From p. 6) 


On Luke 24:1-5 — (On the resurrection) ‘Paul gives 
no indication that he was familiar with the story of the 
empty tomb. There is not the remotest reference to it 
in any of his letters and his own conviction that the 
resurrection body is not the body of the flesh but a spirit- 
ual body waiting for the soul of man in heaven makes it 
impossible that he would have found it congenial’’. 


On John 6:16-24 — (Jesus walking on water) “In 
Mark, the disciples are making for Bethsaida and the 
impression left upon a modern reader is that they were 
coasting along by the shore and were nearing the head 
of the lake when a strong northerly wind drove them 
back to a place not far from where they had left Jesus. 
Here they took Jesus on board.” 


On John 11:38-44 — (Raising of Lazarus) “This is 
surely the language of symbolism, as also is the command 
which ends the story, ‘unbind him and let him go.’ It is 
useless to ask what was the event in the early tradition 
which John has adopted and retold in his own way.” 


On John 20:17 — “According to John, the Ascension 
took place on the day of the Resurrection.” 


On Acts 1:6 — “The Ascension, as an event separate 
from the Resurrection, had no place in the most primitive 
tradition (of Christianity)”’. 


On Acts 2:2 — “The idea . . . that the disciples were 
miraculously endowed with the power to speak foreign 
languages . . . is quite inconsistent with the evidence.” 


On Acts 5:19—(Angel releasing disciples from prison) 
“Here some providential intervention is suggested, per- 
haps the connivance of a jailer or the help of a friend.” 


On Acts 10 — (Conversion of Cornelius) 
question certain details in Luke’s story.” 


“We may 


On Acts 16 — (Paul and Silas in jail) “Both here and 
Ch. 12 (Peter’s release from prison) certain features 
have crept in (the singing of captives, the intervention of 
angels, the opening of doors of their own accord) which 
cannot claim the same historical value as can the nar- 
rative as a whole.” 
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On James 2:14-26 — “James, of course, misunderstood 
Paul, as multitudes of later Christians have likewise mis- 
understood him.” 


In summary, the Interpreter’s Bible always manages 
to cast some doubt upon a miracle, discredit in some way 
the supernatural. It represents the high-water mark of 
the rationalistic approach to religion, creating doubt in 
the mind of the believer, discrediting the trustworthiness 
of the Bible at every turn, substituting the psychology 
of human behavior for both revelation and inspiration. 


The Interpreter’s Bible represents a travesty of Chris- 
tianity. It should be treated as the poison it is. 
Se O° Orem’ 6's 
Mr. Smith is pastor of the Zachary, La., church. He 
has completed most of his work on his doctorate from the 
Free University of Amsterdam. 


SOME GOOD ONES—(From p. 6) 


ume commentary of course has limitations as far as de- 
tailed exposition is concerned, but it is invaluable for 
giving one a quick over-all view of a passage under 
study, and this one in addition has an amazing amount 
of detail. The NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY is not techni- 
cal and can be used by laymen as well as preachers. 


Also, deserving of mention today are some of the fine 
productions that are coming out on the Old Testament. 
Leupold, a Lutheran scholar, has produced a good com- 
mentary on GENESIS. Those who are a little weary of ex- 
positions of Genesis by scholars who have made every 
concession to naturalistic evolution and who treat the 
events of early Genesis as myths, will find this a most re- 
freshing study of the first book of the Bible. Turning 
to the prophetic field there is Professor Young’s learned 
commentary on DANIEL expounding a difficult prophet 
while fully holding the principle of the validity of pre- 
dictive prophecy. 


I think my space is about exhausted, but I cannot leave 
this discussion without saying a word for some of the old 
commentators. While we welcome every fresh and new 
insight into the meaning of the Bible, believing that God 
has more light to break from His Word, we are not to 
assume that men in other ages did not have the message 
of the Bible, and that they cannot help us to understand 
it. In fact, it is most important that we use some of the 
great commentaries of every age. Only in this way can 
we correct the errors of our own age. Although Calvin 
did not have the benefit of the textual studies that we 
have in our day, or the new light that has come from 
archaeological investigation, Calvin had a firm grasp 
on the message of the Bible and he is still the prince of 
commentators. The fact that his entire commentary has 
been reprinted by a commercial publisher is evidence of 
the demand for Calvin in our day. Many of us hope that 
just as the INSTITUTES have been retranslated to be pub- 
lished in 1960, Calvin’s commentaries will also be trans- 
lated and then published in the language of our day. A 
group of Lutheran scholars is retranslating and reprinting 
Luther’s expositions of Scripture, and I have been reading 
Luther in the brilliant pithy English of our day with a 
new appreciation for his insight into the Word of God. 
The Reformers believed in the full inspiration of the 
Bible and its infallability. It was this that gave their 
message authority. 






A closing word might be said about two great commen- 
taries published about fifty years ago, which still have 
great value today and are now available in new editions. 
These are THE EXPOSITOR’S BIBLE and THE EXPOSI- 
TOR’S TESTAMENT. The volumes are not all equal, for in 
each commentary the books are expounded by different 
writers, but this writer has long been helped in his preach- 
ing by the great expositions of McClaren, Denny, Moule, 
G. G. Findlay, Plummer, Chadwick, and many others. 

Fe 


ok tk ck oa 


Dr. Bast is Professor of Homiletics at Western The- 
ological Seminary, Holland, Mich., and Vice President of 
the Reformed Church in America. 


ONE THAT MIGHT BE BETTER—(From p. 7) 


to enable a man to sit under it points again to the non- 
historical character of the story.” 


Volume 18, based on the Gospel according to St. Luke, 
has been prepared by Dr. Donald G. Miller. This volume 
was read with interest and appreciation. Evangelicals will 
rejoice in the reverent treatment of this Gospel by Dr. 
Miller. 


Dr. Miller should be commended especially for the 
careful treatment of subjects considered “difficult’”’ to- 
day as, for instance, demons. Writes Dr. Miller, “It is 
clear that the New Testament writers believed in demons. 
They carefully distinguished between demon possession and 
illness. Demons also manifested themselves in physical 
and psychic illnesses, as dumbness, blindness, epilepsy 
and clairvoyance, but to the New Testament writers these 
manifestations of demon possession were not ordinary 
sicknesses. Luke makes a difference between Jesus’ healing 
of ‘various diseases’ and His ‘casting out of demons’. He 
also represents Jesus as distinguishing between the au- 
thority of demons and the curing of diseases when He sent 
out the Twelve.” 


SEE ee SESS 


We do not want to pre-judge the other volumes yet 
to be published in the Laymen’s Bible Commentary. It is 
our hope that they are superior to two of the three re- 
viewed. We do not believe that the laymen of our Church 
will be edified through the propagation of sub-standard 
views of the Bible. We are certain that the vast ma- 
jority of our membership will not concur in the expendi- 
ture of the Church’s funds for such a purpose. 


There are competent scholars known for their Christian 
faith in the full trustworthiness of the Scriptures. Certainly 
there is no excuse for using other than the confessional 
standards of the Church as the yardstick for responsible 
Christian teaching. 





Genesis, Volume 2, by Charles T. Fritsch. 
Rev. J. V. N. Talmadge). 


(Review by 


Evidently, in keeping with the mixed character of our 
denomination’s stand upon many issues, the character of 
the Commentary is also mixed. The particular volume 
on Genesis is apt to cause unbelief rather than foster 
faith. Dr. Fritsch does not believe much of this part of 
the Bible to be true. He calls it “etiological” which is 
just a polite way of saying that it is no truer than other 
myths. 


The destructive, but now discredited documentary the- 
ory (see cover of this issue of the Journal—Ed) is the 
basis of his approach, nothing new, merely a rehash of ma- 
terial that was used when I was a boy in the seminary. 


What are we who trust the Bible to do about the high- 
pressure promotion of such views? Firing a broadside 
into Dr. Fritsch will not accomplish anything, for I pre- 
sume he is a Christian though badly misled by his pro- 
fessors. His book is well-written and parts of it are good. 
It is a pity that the overall effect of his work is not more 
constructive. 





THE STORY—(From p. 8) 


returned the call. Then another. And 
another. In each case the effect was 
somewhat the same. They had looked 
into the matter. They had thought 
about what they might say or do. 
They had grave misgivings about mak- 
ing an issue of the matter at this time. 


One of. my callers made a great 
deal of the fact that the paper in 
question was only a study “guide” and 
not an original contribution. The 
philosophy of the “guide” was actually 
that of a book written by someone 
else and studied in the “guide.” You 
cannot blame the author of a “guide” 
for the book about which he has pre- 
pared a study! 


I had another caller. Yes, he ad- 
mitted, the study “guide” was unsuit- 
able. The philosophy in it was bad. 
So bad, in fact, that it must ultimately 
fall of itself. Let’s leave the whole 
thing alone. It will collapse of its 
own instability. 


Still another caller. The thing to 
do with this movement is not to attack 
it but to try and influence it with a 
“positive” approach (at this point I 
was embarrassed because I have been 
a strong advocate of the “positive” 
approach). There are numerous 
prominent persons associated with the 
new trends in the Church. We can- 
not win them if we alienate them. 


Then a letter came from the board 
administrator of one board indicating 
that he believed a re-apprasial of our 
theology and practices is a good thing 
from time to time. His exact words: 
“It is a healthy thing for the Church 
or for individuals in the Church 
to make a study of any phase 
of its work or to re-examine its 
theological position . . I am glad 
there are persons in the Church who 
are trying to deal constructively with 
this question.” 


That is the story. In summary, 
these are the elements in it: 


1) A study syllabus written by 
someone in our Church’s official or- 
ganization for the young people of 
the Church, which is not Presbyterian, 
which does not represent Presby- 
terians, which is a thing alien to our 
theology. 


2) A book which provides a con- 
venient and compatible text for the 
study syllabus. The author — a pro- 
duct of our seminaries — has evident- 
ly adopted a radical line of theology 
for his own. He is now studying at 
the New England institution which 
spawned the new “evangelism” in a 
program of graduate study designed 
to prepare him for a teaching position 
in one of our seminaries. 

3) The publishing house of our de- 
nomination which found itself coerced 
into publishing a questionable book 
(in this case we happen to know it 
was over strong protests) and the 
board which recommended it for study 
by the youth groups of the Church. 


4) The unknown and unnamed in- 
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fluences which arranged, promoted 
and saw the thing through; the guid- 
ing “Fellowship” or whatever the 
Thing be named that has sworn itself 
to change the complexion of the 
Church. 


What can be done about it? 


1) Pray. The Lord will not leave 
Himself without witness. 


2) Study. Inform yourself on the 
issues. Do not be a passive parti- 
cipant in the life of the Church. We 
have reached our precarious state be- 
cause too many fine people wanted 
“no part of controversy” or of “pol- 
ities.” 

3) Observe — look for and mark 
with care those whose speech, atti- 
tudes and interests identify them as 
belonging to the “new” schools of 
evangelism, education, missions. Espe- 
cially look out for such refrains as, 
“We no longer believe .. .” “We 
no longer think ...”’, “We now know 
better...” 


4) DEMAND and expect from those 
who are your employed representa- 
tives in agencies supplying the Church 
with its missions, educational and wor- 
ship resources an unvarying fidelity 
to the Word of God, the Gospel and 
the Reformed faith. Do not sit back 
and wait for someone else to take ac- 
tion, or keep quiet in the forlorn hope 
that “it will go away.” The unbe- 
lievers in the Church will only con- 
clude that the opposition is small. 


5) Support those who demonstrate 
loyalty to historic Presbyterianism and 
who are trying to take constructive 
action, even if you may disagree with 
them in some minor matter or if you 
may not entirely understand their em- 
phasis at this or that point. 


Things will improve! 





REDISCOVERING EVANGELISM — 
(From p. 9) 


the resurrection or the necessity for 
it? Some of the questions asked are 
likely to increase whatever doubts the 
students may have and add new 
doubts which had not occured to them. 
Other questions may have the effect 
of crystallizing some fatal misconcep- 
tions previously unformulated. One 
of these is this horrible quotation: 
(not by McCarter and McCoy) “The 
distinctive mark of religion is not 
what a person believes, but how he 
believes.” Another equally obnoxious 
quotation is this one: “The college stu- 
dent should realize that a concerned 
reading of the morning paper and lis- 


tening to a news commentator can be 
just as much an act of worship as 
listening to a sermon.” The first 
statement is likely to confirm the pre- 
valent notion that being sincere is an 
adequate substitute for being right, 
and the second tends to promote the 
idea that a sermon on the Bible is on 
the same level with a comment on 
the news. Now I believe that the au- 
thors of these statements had some- 
thing quite different in mind. How- 
ever, it is not the intention of the 
authors but the effect on the readers 
which is important here. 


. The study book itself does not suf- 
fer from the same shortcomings as 
the study paper because the problems 
raised in it are fully discussed and a 
clear position is taken in each case. 
Even so, it takes a good deal of Chris- 
tian knowledge and experience to ap- 
preciate the significance of its contri- 
bution. What Mr. Chauncey’s paper 
does — and necessarily so — is to 
isolate the problem from the context 
and thereby add to the bewilderment 
of students. The result is what is 
sometimes called “non-directive coun- 
selling”, and the trouble with this 
sort of counseling is that in stressing 
the right of persons to think for 
themselves it overlooks the right of 
the truth to be heard, understood, 
and accepted. Problems are _ im- 
portant, but answers are important 
too. 


Students and faculty should first be 
given an opportunity to know what 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. teaches 
about the Christian faith before they 
can be ready to appreciate the prob- 
lems and mistakes of evangelism. 
Charles McCoy and Neely McCarter 
are consecrated, informed, committed, 
and mature ministers whom I know 
personally and admire. Their book 
is most instructive, stimulating, and 
useful to people who have reached 
a like degree of Christian growth. 
The trouble is that we can communi- 
cate the conclusions but not the 
growth, and this is truest of all when 
communication is attempted by means 
of problem papers. Christian truth 
is communicated from faith to faith, 
not problem to problem, and to us in 
the Calvinist tradition faith is knowl- 


edge as well as commitment. 
od * a a ~*~ 


Dr. Williamson is head of the de- 
partment of Political Science at Lou- 
isiana State University and well known 
in the circles of Campus Christian 
Life and the Faculty Christian Fellow- 
ship; a distinguished and perceptive 







PAGE 19 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 30, 1959 








contributor to religious as well as 
scientific publications. 
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BOOK BRIEFS 


THE CHRISTIAN PROBLEM OF 
RACIAL SEGREGATION, by Humphrey 
K. Ezell. Greenwich Publishers, N. Y. 31 
pp. $1.25. An affirmation, by a South 
Carolina Baptist minister, that the races 
can live together with every good effect, 
each within its own racial bounds. 


HISTORICAL THEOLOGY by William 
Cunningham., 2 vols. 1,270 pp. $4.50. 
And, THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, by 
James Bannerman. 2 vols. 960 pp. $4.50. 
Re-publications of classic treatments by 
The Banner of Truth Trust, London, W. 1, 
under the general title of Student’s Re- 
formed Theological Library. For all serious 
students of theology. 


SANDALS AT THE MOSQUE, by Ken- 


Cragg. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
160 pp. $2.75. An “exploration” of the 
religious world of Islam, to see what makes 
the Mohammedan religion what it is. From 
the standpoint that the underlying assump- 
tions of both Islam and Christianity are 
the same and the Gospel must not displace, 
but fulfill that which Islam seeing does 
not see. 


MOMMIE OF THE MIXING BOWL, 
by Belva Atkinson Murphy. The Moody 
Press, Chicago. 192 pp. $3.50. A biography 
of a great Christian, Doris Coffin Aldrich, 
mother of nine, columnist, wife of the 
president of Multnomah School of the 
Bible, author of home-making books. 


SONGS OF A BRIDGE-BUILDER, by 
David B. Steinman. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 63 pp. $2.00. Book of poems 
by a man who, as a bridge engineer, was 
nevertheless a witnessing Christian. Mostly 
in the brief, modern style, mostly not re- 
ligious poetry. 
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mn lives : 
and your Will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 





§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 














TOO CRITICAL? 


I am in complete agreement with 
the importance which you place on 
Christian Education in the Dec. 2 
issue of the JOURNAL. However, I 
seriously doubt that you have really 
helped the problem by what you have 
said about it.. If not actually ex- 
pressed, I feel that through the whole 
issue there is at least an implied at- 
titude that there is nothing good in 
current Christian Education develop- 
ments. Certainly there is much wrong 
with the current practice and theory, 
but at the same time I think that we 
must admit also that there is much 
wrong with Christian Education as it 
has been traditionally practiced, par- 
ticularly in the Sunday School field. 


I am by no means an expert on the 
subject, but I find much to be en- 
couraged about in the Curriculum 
Study Report which was recently is- 
sued by our Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. It would appear from the 
Dec. 2 issue that the JOURNAL does 
not even recognize the existence of 
that Board! Now you may not agree 
with the prevailing attitudes and pro- 
nouncements of the Board of Christian 
Education (nor do I in all cases!) 
but it is the only such Board that we 
‘have, and like it or not, the vast ma- 
jority of our churches use its material. 
It would therefore seem to me that 
the JOURNAL could serve the Church 
far better by not just making plati- 
tudinous or dogmatic pronouncements 
but by rationally discussing areas of 
disagreement and by all means endors- 
ing areas of agreement. I am quite 
sure that I personally would find the 
JOURNAL more helpful if this sort 
of approach were taken and I am 
fairly confident that personnel of the 
Board of Christian Education would 
appreciate constructive criticism. 


—U. V. Henderson, Jr. 
Richmond, Va. 
* * = ™ * 

This letter arrived after the material 
for this issue (in preparation for six 
weeks) had been assembled. We have 
spoken more fully to the point on 
page 2, “Across the Editor’s Desk.” 
Meanwhile, we would go on record as 






of the opinion that a great deal em- 
anating from the Board of Educa- 
tion is earnestly Christian in the fin- 
est spiritual sense.—Ed. 





BOOKS AND PUBLISHERS— 
(From p. 12) 


JOURNAL, is a representative case in 
point. 


Westminster Press is the official 
publishing house of the UPUSA 
(Northern) Presbyterian Church. 
Here questions of preference and of 
opinion weigh heavily. This reviewer 
has not read a serious Westminster 
book in recent years that did not in- 
clude some questionable material. 
Some have taken a distinctly radical 
turn. A great many persons in our 
denomination hold theological views 
coinciding with the editorial policy 
of the Westminster Press. Be that as 
it may, it is not the traditional Re- 
formed theological position. Those 
who feel that Westminster publishes 
the best in religious literature are 
likely to be among those who also feel 
that the traditional viewpoint can be 
and should be improved upon. 


Of all the religious publishers with 
which Presbyterians are likely to have 
dealings, John Knox Press is perhaps 
the most unpredictable. True to the 
rather complicated state of our own 
life and thought, our denominational 
publishing house sometimes exhibits 
the tendencies of a split personality. 
Whether from the standpoint of edi- 
torial excellence, literary style or the- 
ological fidelity to the Reformed tra- 
dition of which we are a part, there’s 
no telling what John Knox Press will 
do next. For a great many years 
our press monopolized the lighter 
vein: devotionals, sermons, handbooks, 
worship materials. Lately it has been 
going in for more serious work. Its 
crowning glory, the LAYMEN’S BI.- 
BLE COMMENTARY, illustrates rath- 
er well the editorial uncertainty which 
seems to characterize our publishing. 
As a review article elsewhere in this 
issue points out, the Commentary gives 
promise of varying from the tradi- 
tional to the slightly tarnished ap- 
proach, depending on the author. 


Therein, perhaps, lies a parable. 
John Knox Press does not reflect as 
much a consistent editorial policy as 
a succession of personalities, influ- 
ences — the vagaries of the “party” 
line. Such consistency as may be de- 
tected is slightly to the “left’’ the- 
ologically speaking. Very good books 
have emerged this year .. . and some 
not so good. 
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We know of a manuscript turned 
down in recent years that went to 
three editions when issued by another 
publisher. We know of another manu- 
script turned down that was subse. 
quently added to the select list of 
three book clubs. We know of two 
manuscripts turned down this year — 
written by two seminary professors 
— evidently on account of a too- 
strong conservatism. At the same 
time we know of a third which 
was accepted and published despite 
serious objections by an authority in 
the field (see “The Spread of an Idea,” 
page 9, this issue). 


The best advice, of course, is to 
read with a discerning mind, in the 
words of Scripture, “proving ll 
things, holding fast to that which is 
good.” 





LET THE BABY DIE!—(From p. 13) 


and those holding them should be si- 
lenced.” 


Ist and 2nd Min. “Just what 
shall we do with any who come to us 
from Graham’s Crusade? They have 
been deluded into thinking they have 
had some sort of religious experience. 
Our idea is just to let them alone.” 


Professor: “Your deductions and con- 
clusions are correct. I am happy to 


meet such enlightened men.” 
—L.N.B. 
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